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SOS Children’s Villages Gaza 

 

Palestinian children and their families continue to live in an environment characterized by violence, 

poverty and insecurity. Almost one third of Palestinian families live below the poverty line, 

unemployment rates are high: 32.4% across Palestine – 53.7% in the Gaza Strip, one of the highest 

rates in the world, with unemployment reaching 60% of youth in the Gaza Strip, where 80% of the 

population relies on some form of humanitarian assistance. Coping mechanism is eroding fast, with 

some children and families resorting to negative strategies like school drop-out, child labour, 

substance abuse and early marriage. Children are especially vulnerable in this situation and many 

are at risk of losing parental care as they live in single-headed households, with disabled parents or 

with parents with chronic diseases and post-traumatic stress leading to increased risk of abuse and 

neglect. The political context in Palestine has only been getting more and more challenging 

throughout 2018 as the US government stopped all programmes in supporting the Palestinian people 

and the UNRWA schools received massive cuts as well, also the safety of the movement of staff 

was critical and many visits for staff in the SOS national office were cancelled or postponed due to 

escalations.  

The distressing living conditions in the area around Rafah make the work of SOS Children's Villages 
particularly important. SOS Children's Villages started working in Rafah in 1999, supporting families 
so that the children can grow up in loving homes with their parents and siblings.  The Programme in 
Rafah has been going through a transitional period throughout 2018 due to the merging of 
programmes and the centralization of all SOS Children’s Villages to the village in Rafah, which 
allowed the National Office staff to provide closer attention to the needs and the challenges of the 
merge. 

 

SOS Children’s Village, Rafah 

With the support from Akelius Foundation, SOS Children’s Village has been able to provide a caring 

home for 12 children in 2018. Regardless of the difficulties caused by instability, occupation, and 
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lack of permits, national office’s presence at workshops and meetings are sometimes not 

guaranteed. Therefore, high-tech communication tools were installed to allow video and audio 

conference between national office and the team in Gaza.  

Under 2018, various activities are organised for children and employees, including workshops and 

training for mothers on First Aid Psychological support and technology, and workshops for children 

on mental health. Children’s school performances are followed up, and school help is provided for 

those in need on a monthly basis. After months training, a group of SOS youth and children joined 

national dancing (dabkeh) representing SOS. A documentary movie was produced by one of the 

SOS youth and a partner organisation called Tala. Besides, a thank the mother festival was 

organised. 

 

Family strengthening, short-term care and economic empowerment 

The family strengthening programme in Gaza has arranged monthly psychological and support for 

both individuals and groups, with themes focusing on women empowerment, adolescents’ 

psychological support, and family conflict resolution. There have also been training for community-

based organisations regarding financial procedures and changes in the financial tasks. Besides, a 

recreational trip was arranged for children and families. In 2018, there have been in total 354 children 

and adults benefiting from the Family Strengthening Programme, thanks to the donation from Akelius 

Foundation.  

 

Kinship care 

The SOS team in Gaza is already working with children that are living with their extended families 

and during 2018 the number of children supported through kinship care was 73. The type of support 

the families of these children will be receiving includes service delivery such as food packages and 

school transportation and capacity building on, among other, child care and parenting and economic 

empowerment. 
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Financial report 

 
Donated by Akelius University Foundation, EUR 2018 

Budget 
2018 

Actuals    

2018 
Budget  

ERP Programme and long-term care 638 054 264 054  * 561 007 

Total 638 054 264 054   561 007 

SEK (using exchange rate at the time of payment)  6 252 925 2 561 320   5 789 596 

Average exchange rate 9,8 9,7   10,32 

          
Total budget/actuals, all facilities above, EUR 2018 

Budget 
2018 

Actuals   

2019 
Budget  

ERP Programme 113 632 17 474  72 680 

Long term care 459 125 235 384   460 277 

Total 572 757 252 858   532 957 

Share covered by Akelius 106% 99%   100% 

          
* Because of changes in the programme 2018 as described in the report the budget 
changed.   

 

 

 
 


